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Public  Health  Officers. 

Dr.  Audrey  M.  Hughes,  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  was  appointed 
Senior  Assistant  Medical  Officer  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  as 

from  1.4.43. 

Other  changes  in  the  Medical  Staff  during  1943  were  as  follows  : — 

Dr.  Phyllis  E.  Watson’s  work  was  increased  to  full  time  as  from  18.10.43. 

Dr.  Joan  Butterworth,  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer,  was  appointed  a 
whole  time  Specialist  Tuberculosis  Officer  as  from  1.6.43. 

Dr.  Myrtle  Hutchins  joined  the  staff  on  14.7.43  and  gives  half  time  duty. 

Health  Visiting  Staff. 

During  the  year  1943  Nurse  M.  F.  Hayler  retired  on  superannuation  and 
Nurse  E.  K.  Wilton  joined  #the  staff  to  fill  her  vacancy. 

The  strength  of  the  Health  Visiting  Staff  on  the  31st  December,  1943  was 
48,  including  the  Superintendent  Health  Visitor. 

Training  of  Pupil  Health  Visitors. 

Owing  to  the  continued  difficulty  in  securing  Health  Visitors  to  fill  vacancies 
as  they  arise,  the  advisability  of  subsidizing  suitable  candidates  to  enable  them  to 
take  the  necessarily  rather  expensive  training,  was  considered  by  the  Public 
Health  Committee.  The  County  Council  at  their  meeting  on  the  23rd  Novem- 
ber, 1942,  approved  the  suggestion  that  advantage  should  be  taken  of  the  Scheme 
established  by  the  Birmingham  Corporation  under  which  Health  Visitors  are 
trained  on  behalf  of  other  Authorities,  the  latter  subsidizing  selected  Candidates. 

Candidates,  who  should  be  State  Registered  Nurses  with  the  certificate  of  the 
Central  Midwives  Board,  sign  an  agreement  to  serve  the  County  Council  for  a 
period  of  three  years,  the  first  year  being  made  up  of  seven  months  training  in  the 
Birmingham  Corporation  Scheme  and  five  months  as  a probationer  Health  Visitor 
in  Hampshire. 
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There  were  no  vacancies  for  the  course  which  commenced  in  September,  1942, 
but  two  candidates  were  sent  for  that  commencing  on  the  13th  September,  1943. 
The  Birmingham  Authorities  reported  that  the  students  were  doing  excellent  work 
but,  due  I think  to  the  fact  that  she  was  away  ill  for  some  time  during  the  training 
period,  one  candidate  failed  the  examination.  The  other  candidate,  Miss  M.  L. 
Collins,  was  successful  and  took  up  duty  as  a probationer  Health  Visitor  in  May, 
1944. 

For  the  first  year  candidates  were  paid  at  the  rate  of  £135  per  annum  ; exam- 
ination fees,  travelling  expenses  in  Birmingham,  entrance  fee,  and  library  fee, 
being  paid  by  the  County  Council.  The  salary  of  £135  has  now,  however,  been 
increased  to  £150  in  view  of  difficulty  and  high  cost  of  accommodation.  The  train- 
ing is  a very  comprehensive  one  and  covers  all  aspects  of  the  Public  Health  Service 
in  relation  to  the  work  of  Health  Visitors. 

For  the  course  commencing  in  September,  1944,  three  vacancies  have  been 
allotted  to  this  Authority.  This  scheme  is,  of  course,  an  excellent  one  and,  provid- 
ing the  candidates  are  successful  in  obtaining  the  Health  Visitor’s  Certificate,  is 
an  admirable  method  of  building  up  a first- class  health  visiting  staff,  as  the  train- 
ees have  the  advantage  of  the  practical  work  undertaken  in  the  progressive  Public 
Health  Service  of  the  Birmingham  City  Corporation. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Some  of  the  more  important  rates  are  given  below,  figures  for  1942  being 
included  in  brackets. 


Live  Birth  Rate  ... 
Death  Rate 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  . 
Maternal  Mortality  Rate 


County 
18.3  (18.2) 
11.8  (11.9) 
35  (41) 

2.45  (2.30) 


England  and  Wales 
16.5  (15.8) 

12.1  (11.6) 

49  (49) 

2.29  (2.01) 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

(A)  Maternity. 

Medical  Supervision  of  Expectant  Mothers. 

During  the  year  3,907  women  attended  Clinics  provided  by  the  County 
Council  for  medical  examination  ante-natally  and  322  post-natally.  Under  the 
County  Council’s  arrangements  for  examination  elsewhere  than  at  Clinics  1,036 
women  were  seen  and  of  these  664  received  post-natal  examination. 

As  a result  of  these  examinations  136  women  were  referred  to  consulting 
clinics  for  specialist  advice. 

In  view  of  the  large  proportion  of  maternal  deaths  caused  by  toxaemia  during 
1942,  General  Practitioners  were  asked  for  their  help.  A circular  was  sent  to  all 
midwives  calling  attention  to  the  value  of  regular  weighing  of  expectant  mothers 
for  detection  of  early  toxaemia. 

The  taking  of  samples  of  blood  for  Wassermann  tests  has  been  largely  extend- 
ed and  a note  is  included  in  the  Section  on  Venereal  Diseases. 

During  the  year  the  blood  of  383  women  was  examined  for  haemoglobin 
content  and  red  blood  cell  count.  Only  eleven  Medical  Officers  of  Ante-natal 
Clinics  take  specimens  of  blood  for  this  purpose.  The  Sahli  scale  is  used  for  Haemo- 
globin estimation. 


Of  the  bloods  examined  32  or  8.4%  + gave  a Sahli  Index  of,  or  under,  58% 
46  or  12.0%  a Red  Blood  Cell  count  of  under  4 million.  The  figures  are  as  below  : 


Sahli  Index 

No.  of  cases 

Under  40 

1 

40-50 

10 

50-58 

21 

58-75 

173 

Over  75 
178 

Millions  of  Red  Blood  Cells 

per  c.c.  Less  than  3 

No.  of  cases  ...  ...  6 

3 to  3.5 

8 

3.5  to  4 
32 

4 to  4.5 
117 

4.5 

220 
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Comparing  these  results  with  those  recorded  in  1937.  there  has  been  no  in- 
crease in  anaemia  among  pregnant  women  but  even  a slight  decrease,  providing 
that  the  samples  tested  are  comparable,  which  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt. 
Fersolate  tablets  are  issued  to  cases  recommended  by  Medical  Officers  to  be  in 
need  but  during  the  year  there  has  been  little  demand. 

Institutional  Accommodation  for  Maternity  Patients. 

During  the  year  a maternity  home  was  opened  at  Courtbourn,  Farnborough, 
as  a result  of  local  initiative.  The  County  Council  started  the  provision  but  early 
in  June  a suggestion  was  made  that  it  should  be  transferred  to  the  local  Hospital 
and  run  by  their  Management  Committee  who  would  meet  all  expenditure.  The 
County  Council  agreed  to  this  and  to  making  the  Hospital  an  initial  grant  on 
condition  that  no  necessitous  case  resident  in  Farnborough  should  be  debarred 
from  admission  through  applications  from  paying  patients  and  that  three  beds 
should  be  available  to  the  County  Council  to  which  admission  could  be  arranged 
for  residents  in  the  County  outside  Farnborough. 

In  March,  negotiations  were  completed  for  the  acquisition  of  a house  in 
Lyndhurst — “ Hillrise  ” — for  use  as  a Maternity  Home.  The  building  was  vacated 
at  the  end  of  June  but  owing  to  the  war  time  restrictions,  the  necessary  adapt- 
ations, equipment  and  staffing  were  unable  to  be  completed  before  the  end  of 
the  year. 

Applications  for  maternity  accommodation  at  Andover,  Basingstoke  and 
Petersfield  were  received  but  no  action  was  possible  in  1943. 


Institutional  Admissions. 


During  the  year  1,006  women  were  admitted  to  institutions  under  arrange- 
ments made  by  the  County  Council  for  the  following  reasons  : — 


Unsatisfactory  home  conditions 
Anticipated  complications 
Obstetrical  and  other  emergencies 
Sepsis  ...  ...  


470 

183 

318 

35 


Emergency  Maternity  Homes. 

Six  hundred  and  forty  four  patients  were  admitted  to  the  Emergency 
Maternity  Homes  conducted  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  as  follows  : — 
Colly ers  140  Langtons  229  Shawford  Park  275 

The  areas  from  which  the  women  came  were  Gosport,  Portsmouth,  South- 
ampton and  London. 


Home  Helps. 

There  is  a demand  for  the  services  of  a Home  Help  and  special  attention  is 
being  given  to  the  matter.  Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  finding  suitable  women, 
during  1943,  in  only  seven  cases  was  assistance  given.  In  each  the  patient  herself 
had  found  the  Home  Help  but  was  unable  to  pay  the  full  fee. 

The  average  number  of  days  when  the  Home  Help  was  employed  was  about 
ten,  and  in  two  cases  the  Home  Help  lived  at  the  patient’s  home  for  the  lying-in 
period. 

The  Public  Health  Committee  paid  a total  of  £19  10s.  0d.,  of  which  £4  11s.  0d. 
was  recovered  from  the  patients  concerned. 


Maternal  Mortality. 


The  following  table  shows  the  County  maternal  mortality  rate  compared  with 
the  provisional  rate  for  England  and  Wales.  The  figures  in  brackets  are  those  for 
1942. 


Abortion  Abortion  without  Puerperal 
with  Sepsis  sepsis  infection  Other 

0.20  0.10  2.15 

0.11  0.39  1.45 


Total 

2.45  (2.30) 

2.29  (2.01) 


Hants. 

England  and  Wales 


0.34 
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Since  there  were  9,730  births  registered  in  this  County  in  1943,  if  the  County 
maternal  mortality  rate  had  been  that  for  England  and  Wales  22  women  would 
have  died  instead  of  the  24  attributable  to  the  County.  Six  of  the  24  deaths 
occurred  in  hospitals  with  which  the  County  Council  has  no  arrangements  and  it 
seems  likely  that  the  women  concerned,  although  having  a home  address  in  this 
County,  had  decided  to  reside  during  the  later  part  of  their  pregnancy  with 
relatives  or  friends  elsewhere,  thus  rendering  proper  continued  ante-natal  super- 
vision difficult.  Of  these  deaths,  one  followed  abortion,  one  was  due  to  post  partum 
haemorrhage,  one  to  shock  following  a difficult  labour  and  three  to  toxaemia. 

Of  the  remaining  18  deaths  the  determining  causes  were  as  follows  : — 


Toxaemia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Eclampsia  ...  ...  ...  1 

Puerperal  nephritis  ...  ...  3 

Placenta  Praevia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Difficult  labour  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Post  partum  haemorrhage  (one  following  abortion) ...  2 


Ruptured  ectopic  gestation,  shock  with  no  evidence  of  obstetric  difficulty,  cardiac 
failure  of  unknown  cause  associated  with  pregnancy,  exhaustion  from  puerperal 
insanity,  pulmonary  embolism  following  operative  perforation  of  the  uterus 
accounted  for  one  death  each. 

Taking  the  rate  for  toxaemia  at  that  for  the  four  year  period  1935-1938  (0.59 
per  1,000  births)  the  expected  number  in  1943  would  have  been  between  5 and 
6 so  that  there  is  no  large  excess  as  occurred  last  year. 

Breast  Feeding. 

The  returns  made  by  Health  Visitors  of  percentage  of  children  wholly  breast 
fed  up  to  the  age  of  12  months  has  shown  a slight  reduction  in  the  past  few  years, 
viz.  — 

1939  1940  1941  1942  1943 

59%  58%  No  records  . 54%  51% 

completed 

The  reasons  given  are  the  lack  of  the  necessary  peace  of  mind,  the  difficulties 
met  with  by  young  mothers  who  follow  their  husbands,  and  the  war  work  under- 
taken by  young  mothers,  often  from  a sense  of  duty  or  financial  necessity.  To  a 
minor  degree  the  cause  may  be  due  to  insufficient  taking  of  vitamins  provided  and 
to  pleasure  seeking. 

■(B)  Child  Welfare. 

Stillbirths,  etc.  The  following  tables  show  the  trend  of  stillbirths,  and  infant 
mortality  among  legitimate  and  illegitimate  children. 


Year 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

Stillbirth  rate 

0.52 

0.54 

0.54 

0.49 

0.53 

Infant  mortality 
Legitimate 

38.3 

45.9 

43.2 

40.6 

32.8 

Illegitimate 

49.0 

41.2 

60.1 

52.2 

59.2 

All  live  births 

39.3 

45.7 

44.2 

41.3 

34.9 

The  only  other  years  in  which  an  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  under  40  has  been 
recorded  for  this  County  were  1934,  1935  and  1937  when  it  was  38,  37  and  38 
respectively. 

The  number  of  infants  who  died  under  the  age  of  10  days  is  shown  below  and 
the  proportion  of  these  deaths  to  the  total  number  of  deaths  under  12  months. 


Year 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

No.  of  deaths  under  12  months 

392 

408 

402 

332 

No.  of  deaths  under  10  days 

170 

167 

172 

134 

Percentage  of  deaths  under  12  months 
which  occurred  under  10  days 

43.3 

40.9 

40.3 

40.4 

Live  Births.  There  were  7,983  live  births  in  the  area  for  which  the  County 
is  the  Welfare  Authority  and  182  stillbirths.  Domiciliary  visits  were  paid  by 
Health  Visitors  as  follows  : — 
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To  children  under  1 year  of  age  First  Visits  8,162 

Total  visits  44,770 

To  children  between  1 and  5 years  Total  visits  72,088 

making  a total  of  visits  paid  to  children  under  five  years  of  age,  116,  858  as  against 
116,491  in  1942. 

Welfare  Centres.  During  the  year  three  new  Welfare  Centres  were  opened 
and  two  closed  so  that  the  number  open  on  31st  December,  1943,  was  120,  one 
more  than  in  1942. 

The  total  number  of  children  who  attended  the  Centres  during  the  year  and 
who,  on  the  date  of  their  first  attendance  were  : — 

Under  1 year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,730 

Between  1 year  and  5 years  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.414 

The  total  number  of  children  who  attended  during  the  year  and  who,  at  the 
end  of  the  year  were  : — 

Under  1 year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,587 

Between  1 year  and  5 years  .. . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,704 


Vitamins. 

The  co-operation  in  arrangements  made  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  for  distribu- 
tion of  vitamins  is  maintained  and  Health  Visitors  can  deliver  to  those  unable  to 
attend  distribution  Centres. 

Foster  Mothers. 

Child  JAfe  Protection.  On  the  31st  December,  1943,  there  were  298  foster 
children  in  the  County,  and  177  foster  mothers  with  children  in  their  care.  On  the 
1st  January,  1943,  there  were  162  foster  mothers  with  a total  of  242  foster  children 
in  their  care  so  that  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  numbers  of  foster  mothers 
and  foster  children  during  the  year.  These  figures  do  not  include  the  numbers  of 
children  in  boarding  schools,  residential  homes,  etc.,  where  exemption  from  routine 
visits  by  the  Health  Visitor  has  been  granted.  One  foster  child  died  during  the 
year  but  an  inquest  or  post-mortem  was  not  necessary. 

During  the  year,  682  reception  notices  were  received  and  dealt  with,  as  com- 
pared with  the  506  notices  received  during  1942. 

In  one  case  proceedings  were  taken  successfully  against  a foster  mother  under 
Section  211  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Adoption  of  Children  (Regulation)  Act,  1939. 

Between  1st  June,  1943,  when  this  Act  came  into  force  and  the  end  of  the 
year  written  notice  was  given  under  Section  7(3)  in  seven  cases.  Three  of  the 
children  concerned  were  under  supervision  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  three  were 
adopted  by  that  time.  In  the  other  case  the  adopters  and  the  child  left  the  County 
before  the  Adoption  Order  was  made,  and  the  appropriate  Authority  informed. 


Care  of  Illegitimate  Children. 

As  advised  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2866  a meeting  of  representa- 
tives from  the  Welfare  Authorities  within  the  County  (Aldershot  and  Winchester) 
and  the  voluntary  Moral  Welfare  Associations  (Guildford,  Portsmouth  and  Win- 
chester Diocesan  Councils)  was  held  on  October  28th  to  formulate  joint  action. 
The  proposals  included 

(1)  the  establishment  of  hostels  to  which  unmarried  mothers  and  their 
babies  could  be  admitted  and  retained  for  some  months,  the  mothers  going  out  to 
work. 

(2)  the  contribution  by  the  Welfare  Authorities  towards  the  expense  of 
providing  trained  workers. 
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The  general  principles  were  apjtroved  and  detailed  suggestions  are  now 
under  consideration. 

Children’s  Home  Service  Scheme. 

In  September,  1942  the  Welfare  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National 
Service  raised  the  question  of  adopting  a Scheme  in  this  County  for  the  daily 
minding  of  children  of  women  war  workers  by  selected  householders  in  areas 

1.  Where  the  demand  is  too  small  and  likely  to  remain  too  small  for  the 
opening  of  a Nursery. 

2.  Where  the  demand  is  not  definitely  known. 

3.  Where  the  demand  is  increasing,  to  meet  the  needs  pending  the  opening 
of  a Nursery  or  second  Nursery. 

A Scheme  was  approved  whereby  the  names  of  the  householders  willing  to 
undertake  such  service  obtained  by  means  of  the  W.V.S.  Organisers  should  be 
submitted  to  me.  Mothers  wishing  to  make  use  of  this  Scheme  were  to  be  referred 
by  the  Manager  of  the  Local  Labour  Exchange  to  the  Child  Welfare  Centre  where 
the  names  of  such  householders  who  appeared  suitable  would  be  given  to  them. 
The  actual  agreement  was  to  be  made  directly  between  the  mothers  and  the 
householders  but  the  householder  was  not  expected  to  pay  more  than  10s.  Ocl.  a 
week  and  the  mother  could  claim  4s.  Od.  per  week  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centre  on 
reporting  with  the  child  at  monthly  intervals.  The  payments  made  by  this  Author- 
ity at  Child  Welfare  Centres  are  refunded  by  the  Ministry  of  Labour. 

The  Scheme  has  failed  ; only  one  child  having  been  dealt  with  in  this  way 
from  the  nine  areas  in  the  County  where,  on  the  advice  of  the  Welfare  Officer,  it 
was  considered  desirable. 


Residential  Nurseries  and  Nursery  Units. 

The  table  below  shows  the  number  of  children  in  residence  on  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1943  : — 


Adbury  House,  Burghclare 

Buriton  House,  Petersfield 

East  Wellow  Manor  Farm 

Edrington,  Silehester 

Hawley  Hill  House 

Highclere  Castle  Nursery  School 

Higlifield,  Fordingbridge 

Holt  Hatch,  Bentley 

Marsh  Court,  Stockbridge 

Paddington,  Boldre  Grange,  Lymington 

Rhinefield,  Brockenhurst 

Woodside,  Liphook 

Malshanger  Park,  Basingstoke  (Unit) 

St.  John’s  Lodge,  Ashurst  (Unit) 

Milesdown,  Winchester  (Short  Stay) 

No.  of  places  provided 

Under  1 year 

8 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Over  1 year 

28 

30 

24 

30 

40 

50 

24 

28 

73 

22 

24 

25 

12 

4 

25 

No.  of  places  occupied 

Under  1 year 

4 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Over  1 year 

26 

30 

21 

31 

21 

46 

22 

26 

73 

26 

22 

22 

9 

2 

4 

War-Time  Nurseries. 

The  accommodation  and  numbers  on  the  books  of  each  Nursery  open  on  the 
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31st  December,  1943,  together  with  the  average  daily  attendance  during  December 
and  the  number  on  the  waiting  list  is  shown  in  the  following  table 


Accommodation 

Number  on 
Books 

Number  on 
Waiting  List 

Average  daily 
attendance 
(December) 

Nursery 

0-2 

2-5 

0-2 

2-5 

0-2 

2-5 

0-2 

2-5 

Andover  ... 

• — 

40 

— 

34 

— 

— 

— 

26 

Basingstoke 

Sarum  Hill 

— 

35 

— 

38 

— 

— 

— 

21 

Basingstoke 

Bolton  Crescent 

— 

40 

— 

35 

— 

c — 

25 

Christchurch 

— 

24 

— 

25 

— 

— 

— 

18 

Eastleigh 

— 

30* 

3 

35 

2 

12 

— 

23 

Farnborough 

— 

30 

— 

35 

— 

8 

— 

24 

Gosport 

Elmsleigh 

— 

35 

1 

36 

— 

13 

1 

24 

Gosport 

Podds  House 

16 

24 

16 

34 

12 

28 

12 

26 

Hamble  ... 

— 

40 

3 

26 

— 

— 

2 

12 

Hartley  Wintney 

— 

24 

— 

11 

— » 

— 

— 

7 

Lymington 

16 

24 

15 

10 

— 

— - 

10 

13 

Petersfield 

— 

24 

— 

15 

— 

— 

13 

Totton 

30 

30 

18 

Children  aged  18  months  to  5 years. 


An  investigation  into  the  value  of  these  nurseries  and  any  unsatisfactory 
results  to  children  or  mothers  was  made  during  the  year.  The  possibility  that  this 
collection  of  young  children  would  cause  an  increase  in  illness  and,  by  withdrawing 
the  mother  from  her  work  to  care  for  her  child,  would  largely  nullify  any  advan- 
tage of  the  nursery  to  industry,  has  not  been  substantiated  here. 

A survey  taken  in  October  of  the  amount  of  absenteeism  from  nurseries  which 
had  been  open  for  twelve  months  from  July,  1942,  showed  that  the  percentage  of 
possible  attendances  made  was  83.5.  At  all  the  nurseries  open  during  December, 
in  spite  of  the  season,  the  average  attendance  of  children  t) — 2 years  of  age  was 
66%  and  for  those  aged  2 — 5 years,  it  was  67%. 

The  Welfare  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service  stated 
that  according  to  his  records,  absenteeism  or  leaving  employment  was  no  greater 
among  women  with  children  of  nursery  age  than  of  women  with  children  over 
this  age. 

The  children  have,  according  to  both  Health  Visitors  and  parents,  derived 
great  benefit  from  the  regular  meals  and  rest  periods  at  the  nurseries,  although  it 
is  true  that  some  do  not  get  sufficient  rest  owing  to  the  early  hours  their  mothers 
go  to  work,  and  to  the  fact  that  some  mothers  do  not  put  their  children  to  bed  as 
soon  as  they  get  them  home  from  the  nursery.  Medical  Officers  specially  visiting 
the  nurseries  during  the  last  two  hours  in  the  evening,  have  found  the  children 
happy  and  contented  and  the  staff  cheerful  and  patient.  There  has  been  no 
evidence  of  fretfulness  towards  the  end  of  the  day,  suggesting  that  children  were 
tired,  though  some  cry  at  leaving  because  they  do  not  want  to  go  home  or 
because,  being  overtired,  their  mother  is  cross  with  them  unduly. 

Parents  are  very  pleased  with  the  nursery  provision  and  there  is  no  evidence 
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that  the  necessary  housework,  which  has  to  be  fitted  in  after  returning  from  work, 
is  too  much  or  is  neglected. 

The  evidence  does,  however,  make  it  seem  strongly  advisable  that  mothers  of 
young  children  should  not  be  employed  full  time,  or  work  overtime. 

Short- Stay  Nursery. 

In  June,  the  opening  of  a Nursery  at  Hawley  Hill,  made  possible  the  con- 
version of  the  residential  nursery  at  Winchester  to  a short-stay  nursery,  the  need 
for  which  had  been  for  some  time  apparent.  The  places  are  partly  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  partly  available  for  County  cases.  The  Nursery 
entered  on  its  new  function  on  the  8th  November  and  the  following  statement 
shows  details  of  its  use  to  the  31st  March,  1944. 


Number  of  children  admitted  8.11.43 — 31.3.44 

...  45 

Admitted  at  request  of  Ministry  of  Health 

...  12 

Admitted  from  Portsmouth  ... 

7 

Admitted  from  Gosport 

5 

Admitted  from  Hampshire  ... 

...  21 

Number  in  Nursery  on  31.3.44 

...  10 

Avera  ge  length  of  stay 

...  20  day 

Longest  stay  84  days,  shortest  10  days. 

Reasons  for  admission  : — 

Confinement  of  mother 

...  32 

Illness  of  mother 

...  12 

Pending  transfer  to  a residential  nursery 

1 

At  the  start,  owing  to  admissions  bringing  infection  with  them,  there  were 
difficulties.  These  have  since  not  been  great  and  the  Nursery  is  serving  a very 
useful  purpose. 

% 

Orthopaedic  Treatment. 

A review  of  the  work  of  the  Orthopaedic  Clinics  is  given  in  my  report  as 
School  Medical  Officer.  During  the  year,  40  children  under  five  years  of  age  were 
admitted  to  Lord  Mayor  Treloar  Cripples’  Hospital,  Alton.  There  has  been  a 
decrease  in  admissions  for  infantile  paralysis  over  the  past  three  years  but  no 
other  noteworthy  feature. 


CANCER. 

The  means  by  which  the  Cancer  Act,  1939  should  be  implemented  have  been 
under  discussion  by  the  Advisory  Committee  on  which  are  representatives  of  the 
Local  Authorities  and  medical  staff  of  the  major  Hospitals  of  Dorset,  Hampshire, 
Isle  of  Wight,  Bournemouth,  Portsmouth  and  Southampton. 

A resolution  was  passed  that  a Conference  should  be  called  to  agree  to  the 
steps  to  be  taken  towards  formulating  a suitable  scheme  for  submission  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health.  This  Conference  met  in  December,  1943  and  agreed  unanimous- 
ly that  the  Counties  and  County  Boroughs  mentioned  should  combine  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  joint  action  and,  by  a majority,  that  for  this  purpose  a joint 
board  should  be  constituted.  The  County  Council  approved  of  these  proposals, 
but  no  further  progress  has  yet  been  made. 

f 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  in  1943  occurring  in  the  Adminis- 
trative1 County  continues  to  rise,  the  increase  among  men  having  exceeded  the 
decrease  among  women. 


Deaths  from  Cancer  according  to  Site. 

Site  1940  1941  1942  1943 


M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Buccal 

55 

— 

45 

— 

53 

— 

52 

— 

Uterus 

— 

67 

— 

52 

— 

61 

— 

64 

Stomach  and  Duodenum 

...  84 

68 

83 

65 

69 

59 

88 

74 

Breast 

1 

102 

— 

112 

1 

90 

2 

100 

Other 

...  304 

254 

302 

279 

317 

298 

339 

255 

Totals  ... 

. . . 444 

491 

430 

508 

440 

508 

481 

493 

935 


938 


948 


974 
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The  arrangements  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  cancer  at  the  Royal 
South  Hants  and  Southampton  Hospital,  Southampton  remains  the  same,  but  to 
make  it  more  convenient  for  patients  from  the  North  of  Winchester  to  see  Dr.  A. 
G.  C.  Taylor  for  decision  as  to  treatment,  and  for  following  up,  a clinic  has  been 
held  monthly  at  the  Royal  Hants  County  Hospital,  Winchester  since  November, 
1943,  and  is  serving  a useful  purpose. 

The  number  of  cases  treated  under  the  arrangements  made  by  the  County 
Council,  at  the  Radium  Centre,  Southampton,  during  the  year  1943,  as  classified 
according  to  the  Scheme  adopted  in  the  Medical  Research  Council’s  Report  of 
1943,  are  as  follows 


Classification  Numbers 

Sites 

Number  of  Cases 
Male  Female 

110,  111,  1120,  1121,  1122,  113,  114, 
1140,  115,  116  

Buccal  Cavity  and  Pharynx 

45 

7 

131,  132,  1320,  1321,  133,  135 

Respiratory  System 

10 

3 

140,  141,  142,  144,  145,  149  

Female  Genital  Organs  and  Breast 

— 

155 

151,  152,  153  

Male  Genital  Organs 

13 

__ 

1600,  1601,  1602,  1603  

Urinary  Organs  ... 

6 

5 

1610.  1611,  1613  

Skin 

53 

41 

1621  

Nervous  System  ... 

1 

— 

166  

Endrocrine 

— 

4 

168,  170,  1711  

Connective  Tissues 

3 

3 

174  

Other  Malignant  Diseases 

— 

1 

2750,  283,  2830  

Lymphomas 

2 

2 

The  Radiotherapist  (Dr.  Taylor)  sends  the  following  notes  : — 

“ With  regard  to  treatment  given,  the  methods  have  been  either  by  radium  treatment 
or  by  X-ray  treatment  operating  at  220  K.V.,  or  by  the  two  combined.  In  some  cases 
also.  X-ray  treatment  has  been  combined  with  surgery  as  the  primary  form  of  treatment. 

It  is  my  impression  and  hope  that  the  standard  of  work  and  the  results  generally 
have  steadily  improved  in  spite  of  difficulties  imposed  upon  us  by  the  War.  It  is  my 
impression  also,  although  I have  no  figures  to  justify  it,  that  we  have  not  met  so  many 
long  standing  cases  as  we  used  to. 

With  regard  to  facilities,  you  will  be  pleased  to  hear  that  we  have  appointed  a 
Physicist,  wholetime,  who  will  be  starting  his  duties  here  next  month.” 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  details  submitted  by  Districts  as  requested  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  10/44  are  here  included. 

Urban  Districts. 

In  all  the  Urban  Districts  the  supply  of  water  is  adequate  and  constant,  and 
the  quality  good.  The  following  information  has  been  received  with  regard  to  the 
proportion  of  houses  not  supplied  by  main  water,  and  the  adequacy  and  purity 
of  the  supply  to  these  houses. 

Aldershot  : one  cottage  only. 

Alton  : 10  per  cent,  dependent  on  rainwater  tanks  and  wells  which  run  dry.  Beech 

is  without  a piped  supply  but  only  a few  outlying  farms  and  cottages  in  Alton  and 
Holybourne  are  not  supplied. 

Andover  : No  information. 

Basingstoke  : 2 per  cent,  of  houses  not  on  piped  supply. 

Christchurch  : A few  outlying  cottages  only. 

Eastleigh  : None  mentioned. 

Fareham  : 8 per  cent,  of  houses  in  Titchfield,  Warsash  and  Salisbury  areas  depend  on 

wells  whose  water  is  insufficient  and  quality,  in  some  cases,  suspect. 

Farnborough  : A few  isolated  houses  only. 

Fleet  : A very  few  houses  only  are  supplied  by  well  water  which  is  of  good  quality 
and  adequate  except  after  prolonged  drought. 

Gosport  : None  mentioned. 
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Havant  and  Waterloo  : About  00  houses  on  Hayling  Island  and  a dozen  in  Waterloo 
Ward  obtain  water  supply  from  wells,  the  majority  of  which  have  not  had  the  quality 
tested. 

Lymington  : A few  houses,  chiefly  in  the  Bashley  area,  served  by  well  water  whose 
Quality  is  generally  satisfactory. 

Petersfield  : 14  houses,  or  less  than  one  per  cent.,  obtain  their  water  from  springs, 

wells,  rainwater  tanks  ; the  quality  is  generally  good. 

Romsey  : A few  houses  only  depend  on  surface  wells  for  their  water  which  is  of  fair 
quality. 

Winchester  : No  houses  not  supplied  directly  from  the  mains. 


Rural  Districts. 

Information  from  the  Rural  Districts  is  as  follows  :■ — 

Alton  : Of  the  5,133  houses  in  this  Rural  District  2,366  have  a piped  water  supply; 
only  774  of  the  remainder  are  within  100  yards  of  the  mains  as  they  are  at  present. 
Those  houses  not  on  the  piped  supplies  have  wells  and  rainwater  tanks  which  only  be- 
come dry  after  prolonged  drought.  Houses  unsupplied  by  piped  water  are,  in  many 
cases,  so  widely  separated  that  the  provision  is  uneconomical,  but  it  is  suggested  that 
local  extensions  should  reduce  the  number  of  houses  not  now  having  piped  water  and 
that  schemes  should  be  prepared  for  certain  other  parishes  which  contain  946  houses, 
none  of  which  now  have  a piped  supp'y. 

Andover  : A large  part  of  the  area  is  dependent  on  local  wells  few  of  which  go  down 
below  the  chalk  into  the  greensand  Water  shortage  in  houses  with  shallow  wells 
has  been  reduced  by  deep  bores  sunk  in  former  years. 

Basingstoke  : 29  per  cent,  of  houses  have  no  piped  supplies  and  depend  on  wells  of 

doubtful  quality. 

Droxford  : In  the  parishes  covered  by  Statutory  Undertakings  66  per  cent,  of  the 
houses  have  a piped  supply  but  the  remainder,  which  are  in  scattered  outside  areas 
(1,470  houses),  depend  on  wells.  In  the  remaining  parishes,  with  a population  of 
5,900  (total  population  of  Droxford  R.D.  20,410  estimated  mid.  1943)  there  are  1,670 
houses,  of  which  160  are  supplied  from  private  piped  supjdies  and  the  remainder 
from  wells  of  doubtful  purity  and  rain  water  tanks. 

H artley  Wintney  : Piped  supplies  are  available  over  nearly  all  the  district  and  75  per 
cent,  are  connected.  There  are  only  a few  standpipes. 

Kingsclere  and  Whitchurch  : No  recent  information  is  available  but  piped  supplies 
are  probably  uncommon. 

New  Forest  : In  parishes  where  main  water  is  provided  there  are  9,927  houses  of  which 
7,955  are  connected  with  the  mains  ; in  some  parishes  nearly  all  have  piped  supplies, 
but  in  other  smaller  parishes,  very  few.  Five  parishes,  in  which  are  791  houses,  are 
dependent  solely  on  wells,  the  quality  of  which  is,  in  respect  of  one  parish  with  210 
houses  and  a population  of  over  1,000  persons,  bad,  and  in  respect  of  another  with 
195  houses  and  a population  of  923,  very  doubtful. 

Petersfield  : There  is  only  one  parish  without  a piped  supply  but  the  population  and 
number  of  houses  is  not  given,  nor  the  proportion  of  houses  in  the  other  areas  which 
have  a piped  supply. 

Ringwood  and  Fordingbridge  : The  information  available  is  that,  with  the  exception 
of  the  villages  of  Martin  and  Damerham,  and  about  20  houses  in  Matchams  Road 
(betveen  Ringwood  and  Hurn)  and  the  villages  of  Woodgreen  and  Hale,  the 
district  is  supplied  by  mains  of  the  West  Hampshire  Water  Company.  With  the 
exception  of  about  50  houses  in  the  town  of  Fordingbridge  and  outlying  isolated 
rural  dwellings  all  houses  are  connected  with  the  mains. 

Romsey  and  Stockbridge  : In  the  seven  parishes  supjalied  by  the  Southampton  Cor- 
poration, the  majority  of  the  houses  (2,282  out  of  3,273)  have  a piped  supply.  The 
Rural  District  Council  supply  9 out  of  16  houses  in  another  parish  and  247  houses 
out  of  1,780  where  estate  supplies  are  available  have  piped  water.  In  parishes  where 
there  are  no  supplies  are  1,382  houses.  All  houses  which  have  no  piped  supplies  depend 
on  wells.  There  are  no  standpipes. 

Winchester  : Of  6,297  houses  in  areas  supplied  by  the  Southampton  Corporation,  5,301 
have  piped  supplies  ; of  990  in  areas  supplied  by  the  City  of  Winchester  661  have 
piped  supplies  ; of  506  in  the  area  supplied  by  the  Alresford  Water  Company  473 
are  on  the  mains  and  230  of  the  329  in  areas  supplied  by  the  Crabwood  Water  Com- 
pany. The  Winchester  Rural  District  Council  have  supplied  four  standpipes  for  some 
190  houses  in  one  parish,  and  1,628  houses  in  other  parishes  outside  any  water 
company’s  areas  have  no  piped  supplies.  In  the  main  the  reason  for  not  having  a 
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piped  supply  in  areas  where  there  is  one  is  the  isolation  of  the  houses  ; wells  are 
generally  in  use  but  there  are  a few  rainwater  tanks. 


PEDICULOSIS. 

A report  on  the  action  taken  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry’s  Circular  2831 
is  included  in  my  report  as  School  Medical  Officer.  Since  the  report  mentioned 
was  printed,  further  information  has  been  received,  from  which  it  appears  that 
the  measures  taken  are,  on  the  whole,  meeting  with  success  and  that  approximately 
a quarter  of  the  families  on  the  ‘persistent  offender  list’  have  been  clean  for  three 
months. 


SCABIES. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  reports  received  from  the  District  Medical 
Officers  of  Health. 

Urban  Districts. 

Aldershot  : 184  children  and  5 adults  were  treated  as  out-patients  at  the  School  Clinic 

until  November  and.  after  that,  at  the  First  A'd  Post. 

Many  cases  are  treated  early  but  7 cases  (4  adults  and  3 children)  were  admitted 
to  the  Civil  Isolation  Hospital  owing  to  long  standing  disease.  Contacts  are  examined 
by  a doctor. 

Proscabin  is  applied  three  times  with  three  day  intervals  after  scrubbing  under 
a spray.  Recurrences  are  rare. 

Alton  : 43  children,  53  women  and  6 men  have  been  treated  as  out-patients  at  the 

Isolation  Hospital  with  B.R.C.S.  voluntary  staff. 

Cases  were  usually  discovered  early  and  no  admissions  to  an  institution  were 
required.  The  whole  family  is  always  called  up  for  treatment. 

Benzyl  Benzoate  is  used  twice  with  a weekly  interval  after  a bath.  Recurrences 
were  less  than  five  per  cent. 

Andover  : There  is  no  reliable  information  as  to  numbers  dealt  with  since  the  Local 
Authority  does  not  treat  but  relies  on  the  general  practitioner.  It  is  stated  that 
sulphur  ointment  is  used. 

Basingstoke  : 350  children,  15  women  and  15  men  have  been  treated  at  the  Worting 

Road  Gas  Cleansing  Station  with  the  help  of  County  Council  Health  Visitors.  A 
certain  number  of  cases  are  of  very  long  standing  but  only  evacuees  have  had  to  be 
admitted. 

Benzyl  Benzoate  is  used  twice  with  a weekly  interval bathing  has  been  dis- 
continued. Recurrences  are  estimated  at  about  two  to  three  per  cent. 

Christchurch  : 98  children  and  11  women  have  been  treated  at  the  Civil  Defence  Gas 

Cleansing  Station.  9 children  were  admitted  to  the  Local  Authority’s  Hostel. 

Contacts  are  examined  at  Clinics  and  at  home  by  Health  Visitors  and  by  trained 
nurses  in  charge  of  the  Gas  Cleansing  Station,  but  treatment  is  not  undertaken  unless 
considered  infected. 

Benzyl  Benzoate  is  applied  twice  at  weekly  intervals.  The  recurrence  rate  is 
about  two  per  cent. 

Eastleigh  : 274  children,  34  men  and  108  women  were  treated  at  the  First  Aid  Post. 

Only  two  cases,  complicated  with  impetigo,  have  been  admitted  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital. 

Contacts  are  advised  to  attend  for  examination  but  no  follow-up  is  carried  out. 

Benzyl  Benzoate  is  applied  on  two  consecutive  days  after  spray.  Of  the  416 
cleansed  50  recurred  during  the  year  i.e.  12  per  cent.  (9  children  had  two  recurrences). 

Fareham  : No  cases  are  actually  treated  but  bottles  of  Benzyl  Benzoate  Emulsion  are 
sold  to  applicants  who  ask  for  it  without  any  clinical  examination. 

Farnborough  : 4 children  and  one  man  have  been  cleansed  at  the  Gas  Cleansing  Station 

by  First  Aid  Post  personnel.  No  cases  have  needed  admission  to  an  institution. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  visits  contacts  if  he  considers  necessary. 

Benzyl  Benzoate  is  used  once  after  bathing  (children)  or  spraying  (adults).  In 
some  cases  two  applications  with  a week’s  interval  are  made.  Recurrences  were  3 to 
4 per  cent 

Fleet  : No  cleansing  is  carried  out  by  the  Urban  District  Council.  During  1943,  7 children 
and  one  woman  were  known  to  have  been  infected  and  were  referred  to  their  own 
doctors.  Contacts  are  not  treated  unless  they  develop  symptoms. 
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Gosport  : 164  children,  5 men  and  13  women  have  been  treated  at  the  School  Clinic 

(or  First  Aid  Posts).  No  cases  have  had  to  be  admitted  to  institutions. 

The  whole  family  is  inspected  and  treated  if  necessary.  Benzyl  Benzoate  is  applied 
twice  with  a four  day  interval  after  a bath.  Recurrences  are  about  18  per  cent. 

Havant  and  Waterloo  : 191  children,  32  men  and  89  women  were  treated  at  Havant 

First  Aid  Post  staffed  by  volunteers.  Cases  are  usually  seen  early  and  none  have  had 
to  be  admitted  to  an  institution. 

As  far  as  possible  contacts  are  seen  and,  if  thought  necessary,  upon  refusal  of 
whole  family  to  co-operate  a letter  compelling  attendance  is  sent. 

Benzyl  Benzoate  is  used  once  only  after  a spray.  Recurrences  are  less  than  four 
per  cent. 

Lymington  : 90  children,  11  men  and  43  women  were  treated  at  the  First  Aid  Post 

(including  30  cases  from  the  New  Forest  Rural  District). 

Generally  speaking,  the  cases  are  seen  early  but  four  cases  had  to  be  sent  to 
Setley  House  owing  to  home  attention  being  unsuitable.  Endeavours  to  get  the  whole 
family  to  the  clinic  are  generally  successful. 

Benzyl  Benzoate  is  applied  usually  twice  with  a weekly  interval  after  spray.  No 
recurrences  were  noted  in  1943. 

Petersfield  : 36  children,  3 men  and  19  women  were  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital 

and  10  children  at  Moorey’s  Hostel. 

Benzyl  Benzoate  is  used  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  sulphur  ointment  at 
Moorey’s,  but  further  information  is  not  available. 

Romsey  : 4 children  and  2 women  have  been  treated  ; the  whole  family  is  dealt  with  if 

possible,  those  showing  signs  received  two  applications  of  Benzyl  Benzoate  at  a 
week’s  interval  after  spray,  and  those  with  no  signs,  one  treatment. 

The  Gas  Cleansing  Station  is  used  now,  formerly  cases  were  sent  to  Southampton. 
No  recurrences  were  noted. 

Winchester  : 115  children,  12  men  and  42  women  have  been  treated  at  the  First  Aid 

Post  by  the  Council’s  staff.  Cases  are  coming  earlier  and  only  secondary  school  children 
have  to  be  admitted  to  Sick  Bays. 

All  resident  members  of  the  affected  family  are  required  to  attend. 

Usually  one  treatment  with  Benzyl  Benzoate  painted  on  twice  after  ten  minutes 
scrubbing  with  soft  soap  in  bath,  is  sufficient.  Bad  cases  have  Danish  ointment  to 
apply  at  home. 

Rural  Districts. 

Alton  : 86  children,  38  men  and  65  women  have  been  treated  under  the  same  arrange- 

ments as  made  for  the  Alton  Urban  District. 

Andover  : No  information  available. 

Basingstoke  : 55  children,  2 men  and  4 women  have  been  treated  under  arrangements 

made  by  the  Basingstoke  Borough. 

Droxford  : There  is  no  cleansing  station,  but  Benzyl  Benzoate  lotion  is  supplied  from 
the  Rural  District  Council  Offices  on  request ; during  1943  121  bottles  were  issued. 
During  the  latter  part  of  1943  arrangements  were  made  to  utilise  the  facilities  pro- 
vided by  Petersfield  Urban  District  Council  and  16  children  and  1 woman  were  so 
dealt  with. 

Hartley  Wintney  : 17  children  and  3 women  were  dealt  with  under  arrangements 
made  by  the  Basingstoke  Borough. 

Kingsclere  and  Whitchurch  : No  information  is  available. 

New  Forest  : 91  children,  16  men  and  35  women  were  dealt  with  at  Totton  and 

Hythe  Gas  Cleansing  Stations  and  at  Lymington  First  Aid  Post.  28  cases  were 
admitted  to  institutions  because  of  lack  of  home  facilities  (evacuees,  etc.). 

Every  endeavour  is  made  to  deal  with  the  family  as  a whole  and  success  is  the 
rule.  No  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  getting  gypsies  to  attend  for  treatment 
but  there  is  difficulty  in  obtaining  information  required  to  deal  with  their  contacts. 

Petersfield  : 131  children,  7 men  and  44  women  were  dealt  with  at  Petersfield  Isolation 

Hospital  (all  ages)  and  Moorey’s  Hostel  (children  only).  No  case  was  admitted. 

Treatment  is  by  Proscabin,  Benzyl  Benzoate,  or,  in  some  cases  Sulphur  ointment. 

Ringwood  and  Fordingbridge  : 109  cases  were  treated  at  Fordingbridge  Gas  Cleansing 

Station  and  50  at  Christchurch  Gas  Cleansing  Station.  Six  were  admitted  to  the 
Sick  Bay  for  evacuees.  Of  the  total,  115  were  children,  9 men  and  41  women. 

The  recurrence  rate  was  about  two  per  cent. 
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Romsey  and  Stockbridge  : 71  children,  7 men  and  28  women  were  treated  under 

arrangements  described  for  the  Romsey  Borough. 

Winchester  : 77  children,  9 men  and  16  women  were  treated  by  arrangements  provided 

by  Winchester  and  Eastleigh  and  at  Winton  House  Evacuee  Hostel.  The  last  named 
admitted  evacuees. 


Generally  there  is  some  indication  that  cases  are  not  always  brought  under 
treatment  as  early  as  they  might  be.  There  is  no  general  rule  about  disinfection  of 
blankets  and  clothes  and,  in  some  areas  no  great  efforts  are  made  to  deal  with  the 
treatment.  Some  areas  give  some  very  high  rates  for  recurrences  which  indicates 
either  inaccurate  diagnosis,  inefficient  treatment,  or  lack  of  care  in  treating 
contacts. 

The  acarus  is  seldom  looked  for  to  decide  the  diagnosis. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  (0 — 5 and  5 — 15  years  of 
age)  fully  immunised  during  the  year  in  each  District  in  the  County,  together 
with  the  estimated  proportion  of  the  first  age  group  who  had  at  the  end  of  the 
year  been  fully  immunised.  The  number  immunised  in  the  County  Districts  during 
the  year  was  considerably  smaller  than  in  previous  years  and  this  is  bound  to  be 
the  case  until  all  leeway  has  been  made  up.  With  an  annual  number  of  births 
around  9,500,  the  number  per  year  who  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  immunised  in  the  age 
period  of  0- — 5 will  go  down  to  three  quarters  of  this  or  7,100  and  in  the  age  period 
5 — 15  some  similar  figure  if  50%  of  children  in  this  group  are  immunised  yearly. 
The  percentage  of  the  children  under  5 years  immunised  is  now  75  or  over  in  13 
Districts  and  50  or  over  in  all  but  three.  Of  the  children  between  5 and  15  years 
of  age  75%  or  over  were  estimated  to  be  fully  immunised  by  the  end  of  the  year 
in  19  Districts  and  50%  or  over  in  all  Districts. 

The  administrative  methods  employed  remain  the  same  as  in  past  years  and 
special  attention  is  being  devoted  to  overcoming  the  difficulties  in  the  Eastleigh 
and  Gosport  Boroughs  and  the  Winchester  Rural  District  where  the  immunisation 
of  children  under  5 years  of  age  has  not  yet  reached  a high  level. 


Urbans 

Under 

5 yrs. 

5 yrs.  but 
under  15 

Estimated  percentage 
of  children  under  5, 
fully  immunised 
at  31.12.43 

No.  of 
notified 

cases 

No.  of  such  cases 
fully  immunised 
12  weeks  before 
onset 

Aldershot 

...  369 

539 

78 

5 

Nil 

Alton 

...  183 

464 

85 

— 

— 

Andover 

...  240 

144 

75 

— 

— 

Basingstoke 

...  310 

316 

70 

2 

Nil 

Christchurch 

...  198 

143 

58 

2 

Nil 

Eastleigh 

...  341 

216 

38 

— 

— 

Fareham 

...  636 

637 

75 

2 

1 

Farnborough 

...  155 

204 

81 

1 

Nil 

Fleet 

...  147 

115 

84 

2 

Nil 

Gosport 

...  487 

184 

38 

3 

1 

Havant  and  Waterloo  516 

269 

77 

2 

Nil 

Lymington  . . . 

...  308 

155 

79 

2 

2 

Petersfield  ... 

...  138 

168 

44 

9 

Nil 

Romsey 

...  62 

151 

, 88 

2 

1 

Winchester  ... 

...  287 

1,316 

61 

— 

• — 

4,377  5,024  68.7  32  5 


Total  Urbans 
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Rurals 

Under 

5 yrs. 

5 yrs.  but 
under  15. 

Estimated  percentage 
of  children  under  5, 
fully  immunised 
at  31.12.43 

No.  of 
notified 
cases 

No.  of  such  cases 
fully  immunised 
12  weeks  before 
onset 

Alton 

...  93 

103 

97 

1 

Nil 

Andover 

...  274 

160 

69 

1 

Nil 

Basingstoke... 

...  219 

59 

70 

— 

— 

Droxford 

...  278 

210 

80 

— 

— 

Hartley  Wintney 

...  297 

163 

70 

1 

1 

Kingsclere  and 
Whitchurch 

...  290 

269 

72 

2 

Nil 

New  Forest 

...  791 

583 

53 

6 

Nil 

Petersfield  . . . 

...  540 

441 

46 

3 

Nil 

Ringwood  and 
Fordingbridge 

...  331 

330 

88 

2 

1 

Romsey  and 
Stockbridge 

...  213 

355 

• 85 

6 

Nil 

Winchester  ... 

...  444 

304 

36 

2 

1 

Total  Rurals 

3,770 

2,977 

69.6 

24 

3 

Grand  Total 

8,147 

8,001 

69.1 

56 

8 

The  following  table 
diphtheria  : — 

shows  the 

age  distribution 

of  the 

notified  cases  of 

Age  when  notified 


-1 

1|  2 | 3 | 4 

5| 

6 

7 1 8 

9 

10 

11 

12 1 13 

14 

15 

16 

16  + 

Total 

Cases  notified  1942 

1 

1 1 1 

1 1 2 | — | 4 

1 1 1 

2 

4 

2 1 2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

3 1 1 

— 

2 

1 

27 

53 

Cases  notified  1943 

1 1 

1|  3 | 4 | 5 

6 

7 

6 1|  1 

6 

— 

4 

3 1 4 

1 

3 

3 

-- 

21 

77 

The  number  of  notifications  of  diphtheria  where  immunisation  was  said  to 
have  been  previously  carried  out  was  eight.  Particulars  of  these  cases  are  as 
follows  : — 


Initials 

Sex 

Age 

Type  of  Disease 

Notes  on  Immunisation 

DP. 

male 

10 

Mild  attack  of  Diphtheria 

TAF  2 doses  (no  record  of  doses) 
Jan.  and  Feb.  1941. 

J.M. 

male 

6 

Clinically  very  mild 
Diphtheria 

APT  .2  and  .5cc  Nov.  and 
Dec.,  1940. 

F.C. 

sisters 

female 

6 

Mild  Diphtheria 

APT  .2  and  ,5cc  Dec.,  1940  and 
Jan.,  1941. 

B.C. 

female 

3 

Severe  Laryngeal 
Diphtheria 

Had  received  2nd  dose  APT 
3/12  previously. 

H.G. 

female 

2 

Clinical  Diphtheria 
(Toxic) 

APT  .2  and  ,5cc  Oct.  and 
Nov.,  1942.  Immunised  only 
3/12  previously. 

M.A. 

female 

13 

Clinical  Diphtheria  of 
moderate  severity 

APT  !l  and  ,3cc  April  1941. 

F.J.B. 

female 

U 

Clinical  Diphtheria 

APT  .1  and  .3cc  6/12  pre- 
viously. 

A.B. 

male 

7 

Clinical  Diphtheria 

APT  .1  and  ,3cc  Nov.,  1941. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  death  rates  for  both  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  are 
lower  in  1943  at  0.36  and  0.08  per  1,000  than  in  1942,  and  are  lower  than  in  1938 
but  not  so  low  as  1939  when  they  were  0.33  and  0.07.  The  County  rates  compare 
favourably  with  those  for  England  and  Wales  which  for  1943  were  0.56  and  0.11. 
The  actual  number  of  persons  dying  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  Hampshire 
during  1943  was  188  and  from  non-pulmonary  43. 


The  numbers  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  during  the  past  5 years 
are  as  follows  : — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Year 

Male 

Female 

Male 

F emale 

1939 

175 

106  - 

62 

40 

1940 

244 

119 

37 

35 

1941 

233 

149 

58 

50 

1942 

222 

133 

55 

79 

1943 

239 

130 

62 

61 

There  was  at  the  end  of  1943  a total  of  1,509  definite  cases  of  tuberculosis  on 
the  Dispensary  Registers — an  increase  of  nearly  200  on  the  year. 


There  appears  to  be  a tendency  towards  a relative  increase  in  the  number  of 
cases  of  tuberculosis  diagnosed  at  the  Dispensaries  who  do  not  have  sputum 
found  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli.  The  following  table  gives  the  actual  numbers  of 
adults  diagnosed  as  tuberculous  at  the  Dispensaries  since  the  year  1940  : — 


Year 

Sputum  negative 
Sputum  positive 


Year 

Sputum  negative 
Sputum  positive 


Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 


Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 


1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

26 

37 

35 

55 

18 

35 

42 

60 

112 

124 

117 

141 

45 

70 

64 

63 

ch  case  as 
; table  : — 

100  the  proportionate 

rise  is 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

100 

142 

135 

212 

100 

194 

233 

333 

100 

111 

104 

126 

100 

155 

142 

140 

During  the  years  which  are  compared  the  same  tuberculosis  officers  have  been 
in  charge  of  the  Dispensaries  and  the  same  methods  used  for  examination  of  sputum 
and  the  only  change  has  been  the  still  further  increase  in  the  use  of  X-rays.  During 
1943  a total  of  1,071  were  taken  of  dispensary  cases  against  550  in  1942.  This 
work  is  carried  out  at  Salisbury,  Farnham,  Newbury,  Bournemouth,  Portsmouth, 
Bramshott,  Winchester  as  well  as  at  The  Mount  Sanatorium  where  521  X-rays 
were  taken. 


The  work  at  the  Dispensaries  has  again  increased  and  8,061  attendances  were 
made  compared  with  6,682  in  1942  and  3,851  in  1939.  The  number  of  refills  for 
patients  undergoing  artificial  pneumothorax  treatment  given  at  The  Mount 
Sanatorium  has  increased  from  6fi6  in  1942  to  763  in  1943  and  at  Chancllersford 
from  276  to  290. 

The  increase  in  Refills  which  are  also  given  at  all  Dispensaries,  together  with 
increase  in  following  up  contacts,  explains  to  some  extent  the  increase  in  Dispen- 
sary attendances  which  is  mainly  due  to  the  increased  number  on  the  registers. 

The  use  made  of  Institutional  treatment  in  1943  was  as  follows  : — 

Average  number  of  beds  occupied  in  Sanatoria  for  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  cases 


in  recent  years  : — 

1938  — 

182 

1941 

— 188 

1939  — 

156 

1942 

— 211 

1940  — 

181 

1943 

— 243 

i 


Bone  and  Joint  Disease. 

The  number  of  Children  under  treatment  December  31st,  1942  was  28  (31) 

The  number  of  Children  admitted  during  1943  ...  ...  ...  17  (21) 

Number  of  Children  discharged  during  1 943  ...  ...  ...  13  (24) 

Number  of  Children  under  treatment  December  31st,  1943  was  ...  32  (28) 

The  figures  shown  in  brackets  are  those  for  1942. 
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Extensions  of  Scheme. 

A good  deal  of  attention  has  been  paid  to  desirable  extensions  of  the  tuber- 
culosis scheme.  In  a report  made  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  in  April  the 
following  aims  were  expressed.: — 

1.  Prevent  known  cases  spreading  infection  by  : — 

(a)  segregation  of  early  cases  for  cure  and  retention  of  later  cases  while  infectious. 

( b ) supervision  of  patients’  homes  and  habits  and  adequate  examination  and 
supervision  of  contacts. 

(c)  removal  of  children  from  infection  at  home. 

(d)  adequate  convalescence  of  susceptible  persons. 

2.  Early  detection  of  symptomless  disease. 

3.  Adequate  facilities  for  treatment  including  the  prevention  of  breakdown  through 

unsuitable  employment  and  the  provision  for  the  chronic  infectious  case. 

Institutional. 

Some  further  bed  accommodation  was  obtained  by  acquiring  for  men  6 single 
bed  chalets  at  The  Mount,  and  the  use  of  8 beds  at  The  Herbert  Sanatorium, 
Bournemouth  and  for  women  the  use  of  20  beds  at  the  Aldershot  Isolation  Hospital. 
These  extra  beds,  insufficient  as  they  were,  have  now  had  to  be  reduced  to  6 beds 
at  The  Herbert  owing  to  local  demands  and  to  14  beds  at  the  Aldershot  Isolation 
Hospital  owing  to  staffing  difficulties.  There  is  still  great  need  for  more  beds  and 
until  this  need  is  more  than  satisfied  it  would  not  seem  desirable  to  start  mass 
miniature  radiography  in  this  County. 

How  to  retain  infectious  cases — the  ‘good  chronics’ — and  to  supervise  those 
who  by  treatment  have  been  rendered  non -infectious  so  that  they  do  not  break 
down  again  and  become  infectious,  has  been  under  consideration.  The  Medical 
Superintendent,  the  Mount  Sanatorium  for  Men,  has  been  developing  the  making 
of  toys  at  The  Mount  Sanatorium  by  ex-patients  so  that  they  may  have  some 
employment  under  supervision.  More  accommodation  for  this  sheltered  industry 
is  being  made  and  the  formation  of  a Rehabilitation  Centre  and  Colony  has  been 
advocated. 

Another  matter  which  has  been  considered  is  the  establishment  of  a thoracic 
surgery  unit.  At  present,  cases  in  need  of  such  treatment  are  sent  to  The  London 
Chest  Hospital  and  LTniversity  College  Hospital. 

To  deal  with  the  increased  number  on  the  Dispensary  Registers  and  to  main- 
tain closer  supervision  of  contacts,  an  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  who  had 
been  devoting  part  of  her  time  to  Tuberculosis  was  appointed  a whole-time 
Tuberculosis  Officer. 

The  removal  of  children  from  infectious  homes  is  advised  but  unless  the 
parents  can  and  are  willing  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  no  steps  can  as  a 
rule  be  taken. 

Treatment  Allowances — Ministry  of  Health  Memorandum  266/T. 

The  Government  Scheme  for  the  payment  of  treatment  allowances  to  patients 
who  are  required  to  give  up  remunerative  work  to  undertake  treatment  for  pul- 
monary tuberculosis,  was  adopted  by  the  County  Council  in  July,  1943,  and 
Allowances  have  been  paid  since  the  1st  August,  1943. 

A summary  of  the  cases  accepted  for  the  payment  of  allowances  and  of  pay- 
ments made  during  the  period  1st  August,  1943  to  31st  March,  1944,  is  given  below. 
Patients  shown  as  receiving  Discretionary  Allowances  are  ordinarily  also  in 
receipt  of  the  Standard  Maintenance  Allowance,  but  Special  Payments  can  be 
made  to  patients  who,  being  without  dependants,  are  not  eligible  for  a Mainten- 
ance Allowance  when  in  Sanatorium. 

The  number  of  applications  rejected  is  not  shown  in  the  summary  as  these 
are  kept  to  the  minimum  by  the  issue  of  a leaflet  explaining  the  conditions. 

The  Scheme  is  working  smoothly,  and  the  only  complaint  received  was  that 
of  delay  in  making  the  first  Payment,  due  to  the  necessity  for  verifying  National 
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Health  Insurance  Benefit,  etc.  Arrangements  are  now  made,  if  the  patient  is 
otherwise  eligible,  for  an  interim  payment  pending  assessment. 

Ex-Service  patients  in  receipt  of  disability  pensions  form  an  increasing  pro- 
portion of  the  cases  admitted,  and,  as  the  pension  is  taken  into  account,  few  of 
these  men  come  within  the  scope  of  the  Scheme. 

Efforts  are  being  made  to  ensure  that  patients  who  are  restored  to  working 
capacity  are  placed  in  suitable  employment,  and  the  Ministry  of  Labour  has 
undertaken  to  give  all  possible  assistance  through  specially  appointed  Disable- 
ment Rehabilitation  Officers. 


It  is  too  early  to  say  whether  the  allowances  are  having  the  effect  they  were 
designed  for,  i.e.  early  acceptance  of  treatment. 


Maintenance 

Discretionary 

Special  Payments 

POST- 

POST- 

*DOM. 

SAN. 

SAN. 

Total 

DOM. 

SAN. 

SAN. 

Total 

Sana 

torium 

Total 

Railway 

Pocket 

Voucher 

Money 

24 

69 

26 

119 

2 

11 

2 

15 

7 

2 

9 

TERMINATED 

6 

26 

14 

46 

— 

5 

i 

6 

2 

— 

2 

STILL  0> 

I REGISTER 

18 

43 

12 

73 

2 

6 

i 

9 

5 

o 

7 

*DOM. — Domiciliary.  SAN. — Sanatorium.  POST. — SANATORIUM. 


Patients  who  were  granted  Treatment  Allowances  when  in  Sanatorium,  but 
who  were  discharged  and  continued  to  receive  allowances,  are  shown  under  the 
heading  “ Post-Sanatorium.” 

Total  of  Treatment  Allowances  Paid  to  the  end  of  March,  1944. 

£ s.  d. 

Standard  Allowances  ...  ...  ...  3,137  6 10 

Discretionary  Allowances  ...  ...  88  10  6 

Special  Payments  ...  ...  ...  1 7 3 

It  has  been  found  that  in  certain  circumstances  the  scale  of  relief  to  Public 
Assistance  cases  is  higher  than  the  allowances  payable  under  Memo.  266/T. 

A detailed  examination  of  this  aspect  has  been  undertaken  this  year  (1944), 
and  a special  report  presented  to  the  County  Council.  The  matter  has  now  been 
referred  to  the  County  Councils’  Association  together  with  recommendations  for 
submission  by  the  County  Councils’  Association  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Incidence  (a)  Clinic  Beturns. 

The  following  tables  show  that  the  number  of  County  patients  attending 
Clinics  during  1943  was  only  slightly  greater  than  in  1942,  but  the  number  attend- 
ing but  found  not  to  be  suffering  from  venereal  disease  was  more  than  doubled. 
This  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  publicity  campaign. 

The  second  table  shows  the  condition  of  patients  from  all  sources  attending 
the  Clinics  at  which  County  residents  are  treated.  It  shows  a considerable  increase 
among  female  patients  suffering  from  both  syphilis  and  gonorrhoea. 

Table  I. 


Number  of  cases  resident  in  the  County  area  (both  sexes)  who  attended 
Clinics  for  the  first  time  during  years  stated. 


Year  ... 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

Syphilis 

73 

63 

109 

133 

137 

Gonorrhoea  ... 

127 

108 

128 

109 

117 

Non- VI) 

133 

113 

199 

225 

474 

Table  II. 

Number  of  first  attendances  made  at  all  Clinics  serving  Hampshire  (except 
Southampton). 


Y ear 

Male 

Female 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1 943 

Pi  imary 

Syphilis 

31 

25 

44 

40 

46 

8 

14 

28 

32 

52 

Secondary 

Syphilis 

20 

35 

30 

30 

28 

21 

42 

54 

62 

83 

Other 

110 

76 

96 

93 

103 

74 

89 

91 

95 

126 

Congenital 

16 

22 

20 

30 

41 

37 

40 

48 

39 

35 

Gonorrhoea 

first 

541 

368 

316 

232 

241 

154 

164 

262 

238 

319 

Gonorrhoea 

later 

33 

49 

42 

20 

43 

13 

54 

40 

' 

41 

75 

( b ) Expectant  Mothers. 

Since  ante-natal  care  by  doctors  became  part  of  the  County  Council’s  maternal 
welfare  scheme,  doctors  were  asked  to  take  specimens  of  blood  for  Wassermann 
test,  but  the  practice  generally  was  only  to  test  suspicious  cases. 

In  April,  1943,  doctors  in  charge  of  Ante-natal  Clinics,  who  are  mostly  private 
practitioners,  were  circularized  in  the  following  terms  : — 

“ Your  earnest  attention  is  directed  to  the  need  for  your  use  of  facilities  for  the 
diagnosis  of  latent  syphilis  among  women  attending  Ante-natal  Clinics  so  that  congenital 
syphilis  may  be  prevented.  You  are  strongly  urged  to  take  samples  of  blood  as  a routine 
measure  if  at  all  possible,  and  in  the  light  of  the  result,  review  the  need  for  treatment 
You  will  be  aware  of  the  need,  when  dealing  with  pregnant  women,  to  check  by  another 
sample  and  by  signs  and  history  any  but  the  most  undoubted  laboratory  results,  but  the 
importance  of  detection  is  so  great  that  it  warrants  considerable  effort.” 

Of  3,907  women  attending  County  Ante-natal  Clinics  iit  1943,  961  had  their 
blood  tested  with  11  positive  results.  Nine  of  the  women  were  able  to  be  followed 
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up  and  eight  attended  the  Venereal  Disease  Clinic  where  a diagnosis  of  congenital 
disease  was  made  in  two,  and  acquired  in  six.  All  those  that  attended  received 
treatment  and  had  live  and  apparently  healthy  babies.  Close  supervision  is 
being  maintained. 

(c)  Gonococcal  Ophthalmia. 

Forty-three  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  were  notified  in  1943  of  which 
number  three  were  found  to  be  gonococcal  in  origin,  which  is  the  same  number  as 
last  year. 

Venereal  Diseases — Prevention. 

The  County  Council  decided  to  give  a grant  in  1943  at  the  rate  of  10s.  Od. 
per  1,000  of  the  population  to  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education  for 
education  directed  towards  prevention  of  venereal  diseases,  and  on  the  17th  May, 
1943,  Dr.  Robert  Sutherland,  Medical  Adviser  to  the  Central  Council,  was  invited 
to  address  members  of  the  County  Council.  A meeting  of  representatives  from  all 
the  District  Councils  was  convened  on  the  10th  June  to  discuss  the  lines  on  which 
a campaign  of  enlightenment  should  proceed,  at  which  Miss  Evelyn,  Chief  Organ- 
iser of  the  Central  Council,  attended.  Following  the  conference  a suggested  plan 
for  a Venereal  Disease  Campaign  was  circulated  to  all  District  Councils,  circulars 
were  sent  to  Secretaries  and  Organisers  of  all  Voluntary  Organisations,  and  a 
circular  letter  to  all  general  practitioners,  health  visitors  and  district  nurses, 
calling  attention  to  the  facilities  for  treatment  available  to  residents  in  the  County 
area. 

District  Councils  were  invited  to  send  in  a list  of  the  firms  in  their  area,  and 
Managers  of  large  firms  were  asked  what  arrangements  they  would  like  to  be  made 
for  a talk  and/or  film  to  be  given  to  their  employees.  Posters,  overprinted  with 
details  of  the  times  of  the  special  diagnostic  and  treatment  clinics,  were  distributed 
free  of  charge  to  District  Councils,  factories,  etc.,  and  to  health  visitors  to  display 
at  various  Child  Welfare  Centres.  In  all  1,500  posters  were  distributed  and  com- 
munications sent  to  over  100  factories,  etc. 

District  Councils  were  invited  to  arrange  for  meetings  of  representatives  of 
Voluntary  Organisations,  etc.,  and  a tour  was  arranged  by  the  Central  Council 
for  Health  Education  from  the  29th  November  to  the  15th  December,  1943,  as 
follows  : — 
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Place 

Day 

Date 

Time 

Meetings 

Speakers 

Alton 

Monday 

29th  Nov. 

1.45  p in. 

Messrs.  Vokes.  Films 

Tuesday 

30th  Nov. 

7 p.m. 

Public  Meeting 
Assembly  Rooms, 

Alton 

Dr.  L 

Handley 

Asliken 

Petersfield 

Wednesday 

1st  Dec. 

5.30  p.m. 

Town  Hall — Large  Hall, 
Heath  Road 

Film  : “ Subject  i' or 
Discussion.” 

do. 

Totton 

Thursday 

2nd  Dec. 

11.30  a.m. 

South  Western  Tar 
Distilleries.  Films 

Fawley 

4 p.m. 

Agwi  Petroleum 
Corporation.  Films 

Dr.  F.  R. 
Curtis. 

Redbridge 

Friday 

3rd  Dec. 

1.30 — 2 p.m. 

2.15—2.45 

Government  Training 
Centrr — 1st  Group  200 
2nd  Group  100 

Dr.  T.  E. 
Blunt. 

Havant 

Saturday 

4th  Dec. 

3 p.m. 

Market  Lane  Hall, 
Market  Lane — 

Public  Meeting 

Film  : “ Subject  for 
Discussion.” 

Dr.  R.  M. 
Warren. 

Romsey  and 
Romsey  and 
Stockbridge 

Monday 

6th  Dec. 

12.30—1  pm 

Folland  Aircraft, 

St.  Christopher’s  Wks., 
North  Baddesley.  Films 

2.30  p.m. 

Public  Meeting — 
Romsey  & Stockbridge 
R.D.C.  Offices,  Romsey 

Mrs.  John 
Davidson. 

PORTCHESTER 

Tuesday 

7th  Dec. 

12.25—12.55 

Messrs.  Vospers, 
Hamilton  Road  Films 

Fareham 

3 p.m. 

Civil  Defence,  Meth. 
Hall — Lecture  & Film 

Dr.  F.  R. 
Curtis. 

7 p.m. 

Public  Meeting — Meth. 
Hall — Lecture  & Film 

do. 

Fareham 

Wednesday 

8th  Dec. 

12.25—12.55 

Messrs.  Vospers, 
Blackbrook  Farm. 

Films 

Wickham  and 
Droxford 

6.30  p.m. 

Public  Meeting. 
Wickham.  Films 

Dr.  F.  R 
Curtis. 

Gosport 

Thursday 

9th  Dec. 

1 30—2  p m 

Harris  & Parkins 
Clothing  Factory  Films 

3 p.m. 

Fire  Service  Films 

7 p.m. 

Fire  Service  Films 

Fleetlands 
nr.  Fareham 

Friday 

10th  Dec. 

12.50  p.m. 

R.N.A.  Yard  Films 

Winchester 

R.D.C. 

Saturday 

1 1th  Dec. 

11.50  a.m. 

3 p.m. 

R.D.C.  Offices 

Public  Meeting — St. 
Johns  Hall.  Hedge  End 

Dr.  R.  M. 
Warren 

do. 

Christchurch 

Monday 

13th  Dec. 

7 p.m. 

Public  Meeting  Film 

Dr.  F.  R 
Curtis. 

Andover 

Tuesday 

14th  Dec. 

1.10—1.30 
and  11.50 
midnight 

Messrs.  Taskers, 
Andover  Films 

Andover 

Wednesday 

15th  Dec. 

12.30—1  pm 

Messrs.  P.  M.  Coombs 
Films 
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The  talks  and  films  were  generally  well  received  and  appreciated  and  a con- 
siderable audience  reached. 

In  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  arrangements,  a “ Day  School  ” was 
arranged  at  which  selected  speakers  of  the  Women’s  Institute  attended.  The  morn- 
ing session  was  devoted  to  “ Social  Aspects  and  how  the  Institutes  can  Help,” 
speaker  Mrs.  Davidson  of  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education,  whilst  in  the 
afternoon  the  meeting  was  addressed  by  Dr.  Kennedy  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
on  “ Medical  Aspects  of  the  Question.” 

Dr.  Sutherland  was  asked  to  address  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Women’s 
Institutes  and  the  selected  speakers  have  addressed  many  branches  during  the 
winter  of  1943  and  spring  of  1944. 

Regulation  33B. 

From  1st  January,  1943  to  31st  December,  1943,  the  number  of  notifications 
received  was  68,  of  which  7 related  to  3 suspects,  that  is,  two  forms  for  each  of 
two  suspects  and  three  forms  for  one  suspect.  In  these  three  cases  the  statutory 
notice  was  served  with  the  result  that  two  attended  clinics,  were  found  to  be 
suffering  from  venereal  disease  and  received  treatment,  the  third  was  arrested 
by  the  Police  and  given  treatment  in  Holloway. 

In  the  remaining  61  cases,  where  a single  notification  was  received,  no  statu- 
tory action  could  be  taken,  but  from  30th  September,  efforts  were  made  to  advise 
the  persons  named  to  attend  for  examination  and,  if  found  necessary,  treatment. 
During  the  last  three  months  of  the  year,  11  suspects  attended  the  clinics  and  7 
.did  not.  Of  those  who  attended,  3 were  found  to  be  suffering  from  syphilis  and  6 
with  gonorrhoea,  the  remaining  two  being  free  from  infection.  Of  those  who  did 
not  attend,  three  could  not  be  traced,  two  left  the  County,  and  two  denied 
symptoms  and  therefore  refused  to  attend. 

The  services  of  Health  Visitors  and  the  Moral  Welfare  Workers  were  chiefly 
employed  for  these  efforts  at  persuasion.  The  efforts  continue  and  the  Welfare 
Workers  are  very  helpful. 

Compulsory  Notification. 

The  conference  of  representatives  of  District  Councils  convened  in  June 
decided  that  compulsory  notification  should  be  recommended.  After  discussion  by 
the  Public  Health  Committee  it  was  decided  that  no  representation  should  be 
made  at  the  present  time  since  they  were  not  entirely  satisfied  that  by  notification 
any  improvement  would  result. 

Venereal  Disease  Clinics. 

During  the  year  Clinic  facilities  were  extended  by  opening  an  additional 
Clinic  for  women  at  Basingstoke  on  Friday  afternoons  and  holding  an  additional 
session  for  women  at  Aldershot  on  Wednesday  afternoons. 

Almoners. 

The  appointment  of  Almoners  as  suggested  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
(Circular  2834  )was  considered  and  this  matter  is  now  receiving  attention. 

General  Practitioner  Service. 

A General  Practitioner  service  in  accordance  with  the  suggestion  made  in  the 
Ministry  of  Health’s  Circular  2727  for  the  convenience  of  patients  who,  for  some 
reason,  could  not  attend  the  Clinics,  was  started  at  Andover  (Dr.  Keith  Hodgson) 
and  later,  at  Petersfield  (Drs.  Campbell-Cooke  and  Jefferies),  Ringwood  (Dr.  R.  H. 
Little)  Overton  (Dr.  R.  Gallimore)  and  Kingsclere  (Dr.  F.  Sugden). 

Under  this  scheme  the  diagnosis  is  made  and  treatment  course  is  recom* 
mended  by  the  Medical  Officer  at  one  of  the  Venereal  Disease  Clinics,  and  the 
patient  thereafter  obtains  his  treatment  from  the  general  practitioner  appointed. 
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During  1943  three  cases  of  syphilis  and  one  of  gonorrhoea  were  treated  under 
these  arrangements. 

Hostel  for  Girls. 

A Hostel  for  adolescent  girls  under  Probation  suspected  of  suffering  from 
venereal  diseases  was  approved  in  principle  and  it  was  hoped  that  a house  to 
accommodate  six  or  seven  would  be  provided,  staffed  and  equipped  by  the  Salva- 
tion Army  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Southampton.  Up  to  the  time  of  writing  this 
report  no  provision  has  yet  been  found  possible. 


COUNTY  LABORATORIES. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  specimens  examined  in  the  Lab- 
oratories, viz.  from  37,134  in  1942  to  46,318  in  1943.  This  was  mainly  due  to 
increases  in  the  number  of  specimens  of  milk,  blood  and  sputum,  etc.,  submitted 
for  examination. 


September,  1944. 


H.  LESLIE  CRONK, 

County  Medical  Officer. 


